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1 Introduction

Spatial pattern of tourist flows is one of the major aspects of
tourism geography. Understanding how tourists move has
important implications for infrastructure development, product
development and destination planning. Considering the
importance of Chinese market for Japan and the implications for
understanding tourist flow, this study focus on itinerary patterns
of Chinese tourist flows.
2 Data and Methodology

The data was collected from a leading online travel company
in China: TONGCHEN, which is also an online platform for all
travel services in China to sale their tourism products. 430
itineraries bought by 29033 tourists in 2016 were collected.
Tourists were mainly from East China (64.58%), where is the
most developed region in China. Majority of tourists (73.09%)
stayed for 6 days 5 nights and visited surrounding attractions.
Most tourists (70.13%) choose a trip with 4-5 destinations, and
the average number of destinations visited by tourists per trip is
5.74. Based on descriptive statistics of data and distinguish
process, different patterns are identified and their characteristics
are found.
3 Itinerary patterns and distribution

Generally, Itinerary patterns of Chinese tourist flows can be
divided into single destination pattern and multiple destination
patterns which include round trip, base camp, regional loop, trip
chain and complex pattern. Among 430 itineraries, 6 are single
destination pattern, 20 are round trip pattern, 3 are base camp
pattern, 97 are regional loop pattern, 202 are trip chain pattern

and 102 are complex pattern. In terms of number of tourists, the

majority of tourists (47.99%) took the trip chain pattern, and then

the complex pattern (29.96%) and regional loop pattern (18.91%).

Minority selected other three patterns.

Single destination pattern is the simplest spatial pattern.
Tourists visit only one destination and return home. In Japan,
Tokyo, Osaka and Fujisan (Mt. Fuji) are found as the single

destination places for Chinese tourists. Rround trip pattern means
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Keywords : Itinerary pattern, Tourist flow, Chinese, Japan

that tourist takes a single destination as the main focus of the trip
from which visit other destinations and back to this place using
the same route. It mainly distributed in Kanto and Chubu region.
Base camp pattern refers to that tourist travels to a primary
destination and use it as a ‘base camp’ from which to visit other
destinations within an area. Tokyo is usually used as a base camp
for Chinese tourists. Region loop pattern means that tourist
travels to a primary destination and from there start a circuitous
route visiting other destinations. Region loop pattern is widely
found in various regions. Trip chaining pattern means that tourist
travels through several destinations without any repetition and
return home. It can be found in Kanto, Chubu and Kinki region.
Complex pattern can be seen as a combination of some or all
patterns mentioned above. That is most suitable to describe the
complexity of tourist movement patterns.

As for the distribution of destinations, they are mainly located
in Chubu Region (33.33%), then Hokkaido Region (22.55%) and
Kyushu Region (15.69%) characterized by an extensive
dispersion. From the point of view of visited rates, the most
visited destinations (such as Tokyo, Fujisan, and Osaka) are
mainly concentrated in central Japan (Kanto, Chubu and Kinki
region), showing the characteristic of localized concentration.

4 Conclusions

Itinerary patterns of Chinese tourist flows can be divided into
six types: single destination, round trip, base camp, regional loop,
trip chain and complex pattern.

The distribution of destinations shows a characteristic of
extensive dispersion with localized concentration while most

visited destinations are concentrated in central Japan.
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